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gance of power aré"irﬁljortant‘aréEiS' to'explore.
His: hapter also 'fOt:ﬁses'On"tHe factors that cre

orically, the institution -ha_és_"growri m importance. The ICOnstituﬁo_naI‘ bBasis of poweias
s the manner in which the president has used exectitive agericies such as the cabinet; the
ﬁ\{e office, and the White House_' staff demonstrates this growth. :'.Add'ii:ioilally,"t}ié" shared

ate a successful presidericy, It illusteates
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relationsh 'p"that:‘the president has with the Congress points to the complex issue of

: the institution has developed into an imperial presidency, a presidency that dommates

the poltttoal agenda. _
Whether or not the president succeeds, to alarge extent, depends on the nature of the agenda

thatis set, The interrelated manner in which the president is able to communicate the agenda with

the public, the way the media reports the- agenda, and the approval rating of the electorate are

factors that defme the pres1dency ‘As Harry Truman satd about the ofhce, ”the buck stops here.’

QUICK CONSTITUTIONAL REVIEW OF TI-IE PRESIDENCY

Basns of constltutlonal power found in Article Il

Must be 35 years old a natural born citizen, and a resident of the Unlted States
for 14 years

Chlef Executlve o o

Commander in Chlef of the armed forces

=Power to grant pardons o

Power to make treatles B

Power to appomt ambassadors just:ces and other OfflCIaIS
Power to sign Ieglslatlon or.veio legislation
. Duty.to gi_\rea-State of the Union report

Election by electoral.college . -

Definition of term limits, order of succession, and procedures to follow during
.presidential disability through constitutional amendments

m Informal powser based on precedent, custom, and tradition in issuing executive
orders, interpreting executive privilege, and creating executive agencies

L PRESIDENTIAL SUCCESSION

Presideritial dlsablhty and succession are: deﬁned by the Twenty Flfth Amendment It allows the vice
; presrdent 10 become acting president after-the president’s cabinet confirms that the president is
: is happened fora short penod when Ronald Reagan was undergoxng surgery after an

‘ assassmatton atternpt. o

The amendment also outlmes the procedures for selectmg a new vice premdent when that office *

becomes vacant. When a. vacancy occurs, the president nominates a new vice president. Unlike
other presidential appointments, both the Senate and House must approve the appointment by a
majority vote in each house. This occurred after Nixon's vice president, Spiro Agnew, resigned in
1973. Nixon appointed congressman Gerald Ford as vice president, and both houses of Congress
.approved his selection. When Nixon resigned in 1974, Ford appointed former Governor of New
York, Nelson Rockefeller, and both houses of Congress: followed the same procedure and approved
Rockefeller as vice president, . ‘ . :
Nine premdents have not. completed theu' term of oﬁice By law, . after the vice presrdent, the
Speaker of the House and the Senate president pro-tempore are next in line. Eight presidents have
died in ofﬁce, and one, leon, resigned. After Franklm Roosevelt d1ed in 1945, a constitutional
amendment limiting the term of office to no more than two terms or a maximum, of ten years was

passed. There has been a growing movement to further limrt presidential terms to one six-year
term to reduce the amount of tlme and energy devoted to raising campaign funds and the time it
_takes to oampalgn for ofhce y
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HE BULLY PULPIT

fyou tlunkrof the presrdents who have been powerful and mﬂuentlal and who have demonstrated

ershrp, they all have one. thmg in ¢common. 'Ihese premdents, such as Theodors Roosevelt,
nklin Roosevelt, Iohn E Kennedy, and Ronald Reagan, a]l used the "bu]ly pulpit” to advance
their pohcres and communicate with the Amerlcan people "The tetim was coined by ‘Theodore
vosevelt who saw the White House as hlS bu]ly pulplt to advance hlS agenda The bu]ly pulplt is
ised by presrdents to: '

manage a crisis, .

demonstrate leadership, . _ . o _— .
announce the appointment of cabinet members and Supreme Court ]usnces,
setand clarify the national agenda,

achieve a legislative agenda, and

announce foreign policy initiatives. -

“Especiallywith the 24/7 news cycle covered by the media and social media, a‘;:)’res'ident who knows
0w 10 use the bully pulpit has a powerful tool to advance the goals of the ‘administration.

‘THE CABINET

e cabinet was msututed by George Washmgton, every admm1stranon smce his has had one. There
ave also been unofficial advisors such as Andrew Iacksons so- ca]led Kitchen Cabmet. Cabinet
“aj omtees need Senate corjﬂrmatron and play an exn'emely mﬂuentlal role’in government There
are currently 19 cabinet level posmons Creation or abohtlon of these agencres needs’ congressro-

_to Secretary of Defense Cabinet agericies have been created because national issues such as the
enwronment energy, and e‘ducatlon are placed hlgh on the’ natlonal agenda Cabinet-level posi-
tions have been expanded to inclide the thce of Management and Budget, the Director of the
Environmental Protection Agency, the Vice Presrdent the United States Tradé Representatlve, the
Amibassador to the Uniited Natlons, and the Cha1r of the Councﬂ of ECDIIGIII[C Adwsors In 2002, the
cabinet was expanded to 1nclude the Director of Homeland Securlty The vice pre51dent isa perma-
nent member of the cabmet to6. Cabinet officials have come from all walks oflife. They are lawyers,
governrnent officials, educators, and business execunves Many cabmet officials are frrends and
personal associates of the president. Only one, Robert Kennedy;, was a relative of the president.
That practice was stopped by law. Preeudents have used cabinet officials in other capacmes Nixon
used his Attorney General as campalgn manager. Cabinéts are scruumzed by the American pub—
hc io see whether they represent a cross section of the populanon It was only recently that full
_ rrunonty representation in the cabmet became acommon practice, To put this issue in perspective,
the first woman, Frances’ Hopkms, was appomted to the cablnet in Franklin Roosevelt’s adrmms-
tration. Cabmet nominees have been turned down by the Senate George ‘Bush’s appomtment of
"Texas Senator John Tower was defeated by the Senate as a result of accusations that Tower was a
wormnanizer, had drrnkmg problems, and had potentral conflict of mterestproblems with defénse
contractors. During his term, President Clmton had trouble gammg approval of cabinet appomtees
Zie Baird was nomiriated as the first woman Attorney General, However, because of a]legatlons
that Balrd hired an ﬂlegai alien as a nanny, Clinton was forced to Wwithdraw the nommatlon The
event became known as “N annygate.” Issues facmg a presrdent are hiow much rehance should be
placed on the cabinet, whether a cabinet should be permrtted to offer differing pomts of view, and

how ﬁ'equently cabmet meetings should be held. Each cabinet member does adm1mster a bureau-
" cratic agency and is responsrble for lmplemennng pohcy within each area.

nal approval “There have been cabinet name changes such as the change from Secretary of War-
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er Barack Obama was elected president, he estabhshed new “vetting” procedures (reviewing

of one s credentials) for his appointees, This procedure included a provision that no former Iobbyist

' could serve inan office that the lobbyist had earher tried to inﬂuence President Obama s first-term

‘ ,cabmet apporntment reﬂected a team of rlvals inkey posrtlons He appornted his pnmary oppo-

: lnent Hlllary C_" ton as secretary of state and kept Republican Robert Gates asthe defense secretary :
._The rest of the cabrnet reﬂected ethmc and ‘gender d1vers1ty In hlS second term, some of Presrdent
Obama’s appomtments were confirmed with srgmﬁcant Repubhcan oppos1t10n For the hrst tune in
Senate hrstory, the secretary of defense appomtee was filibustered before gammg Senate approval

THE EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

_Separate from the cabmet is the executlve ofﬁce of the pre31dent It was created by Franklln
Rooseveltin 1939, Today it has four major pohcymakmg bodres ‘

L the National Security Council;
.. 2. the Council of Economic Advisors; .. -
B 3 the Office of Management and Budget, and
4. the Office of Natlonal Drug Control Polrcy
The National‘security Council, chaired by the president, is the lead advisory board. in the area 6f
national and mtemanonal secunty The other members of the council include the vice president
and secretarres of state and defense as well as the dlrector of the Centtal Inte}hgence Agency and the -
,chau’man of the Iom Chiefs of Sta 'Ihe presrdent 5 natlonal securrty advisor is the drrect hmson
'rEven though the funcuon of the council is adv1sory, under Presrdents George W, Bush and Barack
Obama, it cond cted the warrantless waretappmg program that was very controverr.lal , '
'lhe Council of Economic Advisors conmsts of 1nd1v1duals who are recognlzed as leadmg econ
_ormsts They are approved by the Senate and help the presrdent prepare the annual Econonuc
NReport to Congress This report outhnes the econoﬂuc state of the nanon. ' '
... The Ofﬁce of Managementl and Budget (OMB] 1s the largest agency in the executrve ofﬁce Its
'dtrector, appom d w1th the consent of the Senate is responsrble for the preparahon of the mas- ;
‘srve federal budget, Whmh must be subnutted to the Congress in Ianuary each year Besrdes formu--
latmg the budget the OMB oversees congressronal appropiiations. Iti isa key agency because ith a8
' gtremendous pohcymakmg ab111ty based on tts budget recommendauons The department is a 50
the presldent s drrect hnk to other agencres and helps prepare execuuve orders and presrdennalr
budget pohcy ‘ :
s The Ofﬁce of National Drug Control Polrcy 1s a recent addmon to the executlve ofﬁce Tti is:
. charred by a drrector appomted by the pres1dent w1th the consent of the Senate 'lhe head of the..
agency hag been dubbed the nat:lon s drug czar. '1'he respon31b1hty of the agency is to prepare n
ommendations on how to. cotnbat t.he problem of drug abuse Tt also coordmates the pohcres '
other federal agencres in tlns area. Other depart:ments that exist in the executive offrce are th
- _th_ e of Pohcy Development, the Office of Science and Technology Pohcy, the Council on Envi
ronrnental Quahty, the Ofﬁce of Admrtustratron. and the Ofﬁce of the Unlted States Trade Repre
sentatu.re - . :
- The Ofﬁce of Homeland Securrty is the latest addmon to the cabmet Created after the terror
"rst attacks of September 11 2001, the Oﬂice of Homeland Secunty rs responsrble for prote l'.lIl
'the Umted States agamst future attacks Each agency is responsrble dlrectly to the presrdent an,
' .makes pohcy recommendattons appropnate to each area i ‘ :
In the summer of 2004, t.be 9/ 11 presrdenttal commrssmn held hearmgs and 1ssued a report tha
recommended the' creauon of a new Natronal Counterterronsm Center headed by the drrector 0
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tical in ghtmg in the Repubhcan-controlled House of Rep-
hich was supported by a majority of Democrats, passed both houses ina
e-ditc sesslon of Congress. The law signed by President George W. Bush created a new coun--
; erterronsm center-with a.director appointed by.the.president and confirmed by the Senate, This
dlrector was.given broad powers and coordinates intelligence among the many existing agencies.
This new dn‘ector and the agency also hasthe ma]or responsnblhty of working with the Department-
" of. Homela ‘ d Security and becoming a lmk between federal and state agenc1es. The law expanded
a secunty system for airlines,, expanded secunty technology to other areas not prevmusly covered
-such as transportahon threats, poris, and illegal immigrants. The law also setupa  Privacy and Civil '
L1bert1es Board cons1stmg of private citizens appointed-by the pres1dent ensuring that. the secu-
rlty pohc1es of the federaI government do not breach the civil llberttes of Amerlcans

The White House Staff

The Wtute House staif, managed by the White House Chief of Staff, duectly advises the’ pres1dent
ona dally basis. The Chlef of Staff, accordmg to some critics, has an inordinate smount of power,
often controlhng the personal schedule of the president. Nixon's Chief of Staff, H. R. Haldeman,
kept a personal diary. It revealed the close relationship between the president and his Chief of
Staff as well as the influence the Chief of Staff plays in policy formation. Other staff include the
more: than 600 people who work at the White House, from the.chef to the advance people who
make: travel arrangements ‘The key staff departments 1nclude the poht:cal offices of the Ofﬁce of
Commumcatlons, Leglslatwe AffaJr' ] ohtlcal Affatrs, and Intergovernmental Affairs, Tt mcludes
the giipport services of Scheduh g, Pérsonnel, and Secrét Service and the policy offices of the -

_ ‘National Security Affairs, Domesnc Pohcy Affa:rs, and cabmet secretaries. Each plays an import-
ant role‘in formulating policy and making the: Whlte House run smoothly The first lady has her
own office and staff as does the v1ce pres1dent R R : -

i THE SEAI},dE 'il?I»tE‘oEFIbE OFTHE .
" PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES -

The role of" the nanon s ﬁrst lady has been defmed by each of the pre31dent s wives, Hillary
 Rodham Clinton was given the respons:blhty of chamng the Health Care Reform Task Force and -
moved from the traditional ofﬁce it the ‘White House reserved for the first lady to the working -
wing of the White' House where other Whlte Hoti staff rnembers work. After the efforts to geta ' .
comprehensive health care bill faﬂed Mrs. Clinton took on a more traditional role as the coun- -

try's first lady. This role continued durmg Clinton's second administration. During the Whitewa-
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iter investigation, Mrs, Clinton testified before a Grand Jury. Charges were not brought againsther;
ing the theme of her book It Takes a. thlage fo Raise a Child, Mrs. Clinton continued to be an
advocate for chlldren s causes Mrs Clmton also became the only ﬁrst lady to seek elecnve ofhce
She was elected to the Senate in 2000 by the voters of New York and wasa pres1dentta1 candrdate
in 2008 and 20'16.] . ] .

I 1rst Lady Mlchelle Obama fo]lowed Laura Bush’s model and used her mﬂuence by takmg up
the causes of preventmg chlldhood obesrty and workmg w1th veterans and thetr farmlles

PRESIDENTIAL POWERS

Besrdes the constitutional suthority delegated to the pres1dent the nation’s chief
executtve also has indirect roles, These duties such as chief leglslator, head of
- party, chief of state, and chief diplornat truly define the scape of the presidency.
i. Dependmg upon the skills of the person in ofﬁce, the pewer of the rpresrdency
' .1nsutuuon or govemmental pohcymakmg body 'Ihe slolls and 3b111| i1
f roles result in a shared power relattonshlp

members of Congress ‘Three contrastlng pre51dents—lohnson, Carter, and Clmton—developed
' drfferent styles in this area ]ohnson, havmg the experience as Senate Ma]ortty Leader, already had

was able to achleve a great deal of success w1th hts Great Socrety programs, _Carter, coming from
the, Georgla governorship, was unable to workwlth congressmnal leaders and did not implement
~his agenda. Clinton, although a former governor, used his support staf,f and developed a working
relattonshtp with his own party leaders who held a majority in each house For the first three
years of his pres1dency, he was able to push through significant leglslatlon mcludmg the Family
and Medical Leave Act a Nauonal Service Program, Americorp, and th ime Bill, The fact that
Democrats held a ma]onty was a key factor in whether the presrdent s legislatlve agenda was
' i completed George HW, Bush who" as a Repubhcan, had to work wrth the Democranc maj ortty,
and used a veto 45 umes successfully i P ' '

Congress After the 2002 midterm election, the Republicans controlled both houses of Congress,
and Bush was able to push his legislative agenda through Congress and pursise his foretgn policy
‘goalsinlraq and Afghamstan Bush working with the Democrats, mgned a major tax bill decreas-
ing the tax rdtes; hé alsa passed the No Chrld Left Behind legislation that helped reform the
nation’s ‘schools. Aftei the 2006 midterm electton, Bush had'te deal w1th Democratu: ma]orltles

Iraq ‘War, When Barack Obama ‘was élected in 2008, he was able to use his pohttcal capttal to pass
_ ahistoric blll reformmg the nation’ s healthcare system
The Veto P

ities. Histoncally there have been over 1, 454 regular vétoes and fewer than 200 have been over-
'ndden by Congress The presrdents who have exercrsed the most vetoes were Frankhn Roosevelt
(372) Grover Cleveland (304), and Harry Truman (180] o ' ' '

| THE PRESIDENCY

The veto 1s a prrmary tool used by the presndent o mﬂuence Congress to meet his agenda pnor— '

Congress In developmg a legtslanve agenda, the presrdent sets pnontres and works closely w1th—

: 'the skills of worklng w1t11 Congress. When he- assumed the office after Kennedy’s assassmanon He

~ When George W. Buish was élected presndent iri 2000; he 1n1ttally had ‘to ‘work with'a divided

in the House and Senate. Legtslattve vrctones decreased and he faced mountmg cr1t1c1sm ‘for the,
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Pocket Veto

Another form of veto a presrdent can use is the pocket veto, This occurs if the presrdent does not
sign a bill within ten days and the Congress adjourns within the ten days. This tactic has been.
.used over a thousand times. One of the reasons why the pocket veto is used is that very often
there is a rush to pass leglslatron at the timeé of planned recesses. One of the issues surrounding
the veto is the attempt by some presidents to obtam a line item veto. Many times Congress will
attach riders or amendments to bills. 'Ihese rrders, often in the form of appropriations, some-
times have nothing to do with the intent of the bill itself and are often considered to be pork
barrel legislation. It becomes a means of forcing the president to accept legislation he would
nu_rmally veto. : . ) - o o

Appointme‘nts

_ Accordmg to the Congressional Research Service', “The responsrblltty for populatlng top posi-
.tions in the executive and ]ud1c1al branches of government is one the Senate and the President
‘share. The President nominates an individual, the Senate may confirm him, and the President
would then present him with a mgned commission. The Constitution divided the responsibility
for chooslng those who would run the federal government by granting the President the power of
appomtment and. the Senate the power of advice and congent” When the Senate refuses to acton a
presidential appomtment presnients have waited for the Senate to ad] ourn for three days or more.
The pres1dent would then use what is called a “récess appointment,” which bypasses the Senate
for one year. This method has been cha]lenged and the Supreme Coutt ruled that recess appomt—
ments made by the presrdent are unconstttunonal even if the Senate only convenés in a pro forma
sessmn—opemng ‘and adjourning without domg any other business. Methbers of the president’s
Whiite House staff such as the chief of staff and press secretary do not have to go through the con-
ﬁrrnatton process '

Legislatlve Vetoes

Attempts at leglslanve vetoes of preandennal actions have been declared unconstltutlonal by the
Supreme Court, In INS v Chadha (1983) the Court ruled that “we have not yet found a better way
to preserve freedom than by makmg the exercise of power subject to the carefully crafted restraints
spelled out in the Constitution. ! Congress does have over51ght responsibilities over the intelligence

agencies through committee heanngs.

In 1994 both houses of Congress passed a lme itern veto law, whlch Presrdent Clinton signed.
Takmg effect in 1997, the purpose of the line item veto was to let the president strike individual
items from the 13 major appropriations bills submitted by Congress that he considered wasteful
spending. The goal of the law was to. prevent Congress from increasing appropriations with pork.
The lawwas brought to the Supreme Court and was declared unconstitutional as an illegal expan-
sion of the president’s veto power.

Party Leader

As party Ieader, the president is the only natlonally-elected official. Other party leaders such as
the, Speaker of the House and the ~majority and minority leaders of the Senate and House are
. elected by their own parues. In this role, the pre51dent has much influence in setting his agenda,
especially if he is a member of the majority party. Many times the pres1dent will make the argu--
ment to the congres_smnal party leaders that their support will “make or break” the presidency.
This kind of pressure was put on the Democratic Party when Bill Clinton lobbied for the passage .
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f his first budget. Another key action the president can take to send a message to Congress is
¢ impound funds. By this act the president refuses to release appropriated funds to executive
gencies. President Nixon used this practice to curb congréssional spehdjng..Congress retaliated
by passing the:1974 Congressional Budget and Iinpoundment Act, which set limits on this prac-
‘tice and set up-an indépendent Congressional Budget Office. This act was significant in shifting
the checks and balances scale to Congress. Even though he does not directly have the powet to
appoint congressmen to cofnmittees, the president certainly can influence a party member by
promising to support petlegislation of the congressman in return for voting in favor of leglslatlon
supported by .the president : ' NS

Executive Privilege o

'Ihe pres1dent has mterpreted the Consntutlon to aIlow for executive prlvﬂege, the abl.llty of the
presrdent to protect personal material. Because the deﬂmtron of executive pr1v11ege fsnot wntten,

tapes from a congressmnal commrttee mvestlgatmg potentral obstructlon of }ustlce charges
Inherent Power

power unique to the three branches—an inherent power to make policy without the approval
of Congress. This power-is derived-from the chief-executive clause in the Constitution and the
defined power of the p_re‘sident,ascormnahder—in—chief. Thepolicy directives.can.co_me_ in the form
of executive orders and executive actions, as well as ‘making foreign policy decisions that involve
the commitment of troops and'w_reapons to foreign countries. Congress has pushed back on these
powers by taking the p_re_sident to court and passing the War Powers Act. - - '

National Securlty R IS TP B e P
Another area of potentlal confhct between the presrdent and Congress is that of natlonal secunty
As chief diplomat, the president has the delegated constitutional authonty of commander in chref

to nations that. are recognized. With treatles and appomtments, Congress has a built in check—the
Senate must approve treaties by a two- thu:ds margin and approve presrdentlal appeintments by a
majority vote. Such significant treaties as the 1962 Nuclear Test Ban Treaty and the 2010 Strategic
Armis Limitation Treaty are good examples-of the president working closely with the 'Congress._'

Forelgn Pollcy

Who are the players and parnmpants m thlS aspect of pubhc pohcy? Consurutlonally we have
already identified the key players: -

) Pres1dent—1n Arncle 11, as commander in chref of the armed forces and chlef dlplomat,
' havmg the j power to appomt ambassadors and negotlate treatles
n Congress—m ArticleT, having the power to declare wai, support and maintain an armed '
force through appropriations, as well-as approve foreign aid allocations; the Senate has
- the power to approve appointments and must ratify treaties.

'Ihrough the bureaucratic agencies of the executive branch and the oversight responsibilities of
Congress, specific pohcy is made. The premdent relles on two key cabmet departments for ad\nce—
the State Department and the Defense Department both of which are run by civilians. He also relies

THE PRESIDENCY

'Pres1dent Nixon in trying to apply thls to hls Watergate tapes d1d not succeed in protecting the .

Besides the.delegated powers listed at the beginning of the chapter; the president has an implied

ofthe armed forces, the person who can make treaties with other nations and appoint ambassadors-




onal.Secunty Advisor (a staff position); and. the Directors of the National Intelligence,

and-Homeland Security. The secretary:of defense, formerly called the secretary of war, is
' second to the presldent in d1rectmg military ; affairs, The agency is d1rectly in charge of the massive
defense budget and the three major branches of the rmhtary Du'ect mlhtary cominand is under the
leadership of the ]omt chiefs: of staff, It is made up of representatwes of each of the mthtary semces
and-chaired by a: presrdentlal appomtee, also 8 member of the mthtary During thé Gulf War, Gen:'
eral-Colin Powell Was a; V131ble key player giving: valuable advice:to President: George H, W. ‘Bush
and Secretary of Defense Dick Cheney: In. 1995; after his- autobzography, My Amerzcan Ioumey, was
pubhshed he was urged torun for pres1dent as a result of hisleadership during the Gu]f War <o

’Ihe secretary of state heads the diplomatic arm of the executive branch and supervises a
department with well over 24,000 people, including 8,000 foreign service:officers, There:are spe-
c1al1sts in such areas as Middle East affairs, and the department mc]udes the many ambassadors
who are the country’s_cmef spokesmen ab ad Presrdents appomt to the pOSlt[OIl of secretary of
state someone on whom they can closely rely d who c n map out a successful forelgn pohcy
Some, hke Iohn Foster Dulles, Ersenhower s secretary of state, have played a ma]or role: Dulles
endorsed the pohcy of brmkmanshlp—-gomg close to the edge of an all-outwar in order to contam '
communism, President Clinton appointed the first woman Secretary of State, Madehne Albnght,
at the start-of his second term. o : :

"Thie National SeciirityActof 1947 estabhshed the Nationakt Secunty Couneil asanexecutive-level
department Ttcreatéd dsits héad the national’ secunty advisor. One of the’'most notable people to
head the agency was Heénry: Klssmger, who seived undet Presidents Nixon-and Ford Kissinger laid
the foundatiott of Nixon's: pohcy t6'end the Vietnam: War and handled the delicate negotiations
thatTed to-Nixon's historic visit-to'Chiri! ‘Condoleezza Rice'becanie'a key-national-security advi-
sor fo- George W..Bush-dirring his administration:'She was appointed and tonfirmed as the first
African-American woman to seive as Secretary.of State during Bush's second termi: Barack Obama
appointed' Hillary Clinton, the former First Lady, as his first Secretary of State. - '

Other agencies that are an mtegral part of the foreign policy arena include: °

‘W The Imnugranon and Naturalization Semce-—deals with those people: trymg to seek residence
. jn the United States from othér countries, It isthe ageney charged-with enforcing nnnngranon
o ﬂ-w-‘pohcy -Avtimes, it becomes embroiled i ity contraversialissiies such as'when theyhadito:
enforce the executive order nade by Pres1dent Obama a]lowing chlldren of undocumented
- immiigranis to achieve status. e e BT T e 2 T T
m'The Ceniral Intelligerice Agency—created by Congress irt 1947 and Works under the drrecnon
-‘of the National Securify Council. Its-director hids the responsibility of: RERTIER S
- coordinating the gathering of mformatton related to foreign affairs and natlonal defense
“for the other federal agencies ' S ahin o
= analyzmg and evaluanng this mformatron o .
‘ repornng to the president and Natlonal Secunty Councrl

Besrdes mformatlon reporung, the agency! has also conducted covert actmnes abroad and at times has
been crmcrzed fcr some of its actlons When the Iran_ ontra affmr was mvestrgated by Congress, it
became apparent that the CIA helped coordmate the lllegal arms f ) .hostages negonatlons o

~m The Umted States Informanon Agency—acts as the: propaganda arm: .of the: Umted States. It
uses the Vo1ce of America shortwave radlo statlon to inform other countnes populauons of
- US pohc1esabroad . T . . :
om The Umted States Arms Controland : armament Ag ,_ncymmamtains respons1b111ty for _ '
.. me oti nons, pa 1patton, and 1mplem ; ta ic n of treattes deahng w1th'd1 sarmament. It,
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:has focuséd 1ts attentlon on: momtormg nuclear test ban treaties, the Strategic’ ‘Arms:: B
Reduction Treaty (START), and the Strategic Arins Limitation Talks (SALT) whxch S
resulted in'the Intermediate Range Nuclear Force. (INF) Treaty-in 1988; It also-has. -
“oversight regardmg the Chemical Weapons Treaty ratified by.the Senate in1997; |
w. The Selective Ser,v]ce,Systemwmamtm_ns-responmblhty for coordinating and raising an -+
+: -arry. Even though:the draft has been:used since the Civil Waz, the first national draft : »
»gcourred:in 1917 as-aresult of the Selective Service Act and was renewed againin:1940;: -
prior to the United States’ entry into World War-IL. During the Vietnam War it was a source -
of controversy. Its critics maintained that draft policy favored those who could gain a
deferment by attending college, resulting in many lower- and middle-class yo urig:mer.
the .

develop and maintain weapons we have also entered i mto agreements o destroy a
good part of our nuclear arsenal. ‘

The question of how much is enough has always been part of the pohcy agenda
debate, The so-called military-industrial complex has argued that a strong defense
will ensure the future security of the United States. On the other hand, the pressure to adjust to
a non-cold-war world has resulted in a serious effort to reduce the scope of the defense budget.

War Powers Act _

However, it is the war-making power of the president that has caused the most problems. Since
the Vietnam War, Congress has become concerned with the president’s unilateral commu‘.ment
of American troops. The Congress responded by passing the War Powers Act in 1973, overriding
.a Nixon veto. This act states that a president can commit the m111tary only after a declaration of
war by the Congress or by specific authorization by Congress, if there is a national emergency or if
the use of force is in the national intel_"est of the United States. Once troops are sent, the president
is required to keep the Congress informed about the action within 48 hours and must stop the
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commitment of troops after 60 days. Congress has the leverage of withholding military funding to
force the president to comply. This act has been compared to a legislative veto. The proponents of
 this measure point to such military action as Reagan’s invasion of Grenada, Bush’s Panama inva-
sion, and Clinton’s Somalia and Bosnia policies as examples of why it is necessary for, Congress to
have authority. Opponents of this measure point to the fact that only the president has the com- -
* plete knowledge of what foreign policy actions can really have af impact on the national security
- of the United States. The issue has never been resolved by the courts, and the leglslauon remains
" on the books.. : '

Pardon Power

The presrdent s mﬂuence over the jud1c1ary comes from his power to appomt Supreme Court jus-
nces and grant pardons and reprieves. Most }ud1c1al appomtments are ‘made after checkmg the
appomtment with the Senator of the state the appointee comes from. This kind of “senatorial cour-
tesy” often guarantees the acceptance of the appointment. The difference between a pardon and
a reprieve is that a reprieve is a postponement of a sentence and a pardon forgives | the crime and
frees the person from legal culpab111ty One of the most controvers1a1 pardons came in 1974 when.
Gerald Ford pardoned Rlchard N:xon, who had been named as an unindicted co—conspu:ator in
the Watergate scandal An instance when the Court told the pres1dent he went too far was the
Supreme Court decrsmn in Nzxon v Umted States (1974) The Court told Rnchard Nixon he must
turn over the Watergate tapes and re}ected his argument of executwe privﬂege An extensron of the
pardomng power 1s the power of arnnesty For instance, in 1977 Innmy Carter granted a blanket _
amnesty to Vtetnam War draft evaders who ﬂed to Canada Pre51dent Chnton was cnuerzed after
announcmg over 100 pardons in the last hours of hls presrdency o "
Taken in total ‘the scope of presrdentlal power rmses the issue of whether the ofhce has turned
: mto what lustonan Arthur M. Schlesmger characterized as the 1mper1al presldency Lookmg at the_
manner in which Johnson and Nixon used pre51dent1a1 power, Schlesinger concluded that power
‘_ "was s0 expanded and nnsused by 1972 that it threatened our Constltutlonal system ! Even if one
- ;assumes thata presrdent must use his power, espemaﬂy in warnrne, the quesuon still remams how

.- much power of the president. should go unchecked by the other branches of government. Itis a

squestion that is snll being debated today In fact there are proponents of the unpenal pres1dency
' who feel that the pre31dent must exercise both delegated and mferred powers wrth the cooperauon
: '. of the other mstltunons of government for the best mterests of the country .
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