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Question 1 
 
5 points 
 
Part (a): 2 points 
 
One point is earned for an accurate description of a power of the president in each of the following roles: 
 

• Chief legislator: agenda-setting; veto; message power/State of the Union address; going 
public/bully pulpit 

• Chief bureaucrat: appointments (e.g., vetting); executive orders; manage/oversee the bureaucracy; 
use White House staff to control bureaucrats (e.g., Office of Management and Budget); prioritize 
agency activities 

 
Part (b): 2 points 
 
One point is earned for each of the following accurate explanations of limits on the president’s influence on 
policymaking: 

 
• Civil service employees: bureaucratic discretion; agency view; civil service protection; interest  
     group capture of agencies; expertise 
• The Supreme Court: declares presidential actions unconstitutional  

 
Part (c): 1 point 
 
One point is earned for an accurate description of the influence of divided government on the 
policymaking process. Descriptions must demonstrate an understanding of the political concept of divided 
government and then describe the influence it has on policymaking. Description may include: 
 

• Control of Congress by one party and control of the presidency by the other party makes it more 
difficult to enact legislation. 

• Control of the two chambers of Congress by opposing political parties makes it more difficult to 
pass legislation. 

 
 
A score of zero (0) is assigned to an answer that is off-task or is attempted but earns no points. 
 
A score of dash (—) is assigned to an answer that is blank. 
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Question 1 

Overview 
 
This question examined the students’ knowledge of the president’s roles in public policy making as chief 
legislator and chief bureaucrat and the constraints on those roles exercised by the civil service and the 
Supreme Court, as well as the influence of divided government on the policy-making process. In part (a) 
students were asked to describe a power of the president as chief legislator and the power of the president 
as chief bureaucrat. In part (b) students were asked to explain how civil service employees could constrain 
the president and how the Supreme Court could constrain the president in the area of public policy 
making. In part (c) students were asked to describe the influence of divided government on the policy-
making process. 

Sample: 1A 
Score: 5 
 
In part (a) the response earned 2 points. One point was earned for correctly describing the president’s 
power as chief legislator by stating that the State of the Union Address “sets legislative goals for allies in 
Congress to work towards.” A second point was earned for correctly describing the president’s power as 
chief bureaucrat by stating that “[t]he president appoints the heads of departments.” 
 
In part (b) the response earned 2 points. One point was earned for correctly explaining how civil service 
employees limit the president’s policy-making influence since “federal employees must be hired and 
promoted on the basis of merit. Thus, the president cannot fill spots with partisan supporters.” The second 
point was earned for correctly explaining the Supreme Court’s ability to limit the president’s policy-making 
influence by declaring a law unconstitutional and citing an example: “it declared the line-item veto 
unconstitutional.” 
 
In part (c) the response earned 1 point for correctly describing divided government and its influence on the 
policy-making process as “where one party controls the white house while the other controls all or part of 
congress, [which] has served to reduce the efficiency of policy making.”  

Sample: 1B 
Score: 3 
 
In part (a) the response earned 1 point. One point was earned for correctly describing the president’s 
power as chief legislator “to veto a bill.” 
 
In part (a) the response did not earn a point for describing the president’s power as chief bureaucrat. The 
response incorrectly describes the president’s power as chief bureaucrat as “the president has the power 
to appoint judges for the Supreme Court.”  
 
In part (b) the response earned 1 point. One point was earned for correctly explaining the Supreme Court’s 
ability to limit the president’s influence in policy making by “declaring if an executive action is against the 
constitution [sic] or not.” 
 
In part (b) the response did not earn a point for explaining how civil service employees limit the president’s 
influence in policy making. The response incorrectly explains the role of the civil service as “protecting the 
people from the actions the president might take.” 
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Question 1 (continued) 
 
In part (c) the response earned 1 point for correctly describing divided government and its influence on the 
policy-making process by stating that the “White House is controlled by one party while Congress is 
controlled by other” which “makes the policy-making process harder.” 

Sample: 1C 
Score: 1 
 
In part (a) the response did not earn a point for describing the president’s power as chief legislator. The 
response incorrectly describes the president’s power as chief legislator as “allows the president to 
introduce bills and policies.” 
 
In part (a) the response did not earn a point for describing the president’s power as chief bureaucrat. The 
response incorrectly describes the president’s power as chief bureaucrat as “lets the president have 
(almost) final say on whether policies pass or not.” 
 
In part (b) the response earned 1 point for correctly explaining the Supreme Court’s ability to limit the 
president’s influence in policy making by deciding “if a law is unconstitutional or not.” 
 
In part (b) the response did not earn a point for explaining how civil service employees can limit the 
president’s influence on policy making. The response incorrectly explains the civil service ability to limit 
the president’s policy making as “perhaps they can protest decisions.” 
 
In part (c) the response did not earn a point for describing divided government and its influence on the 
policy-making process. The response does not provide a correct description of divided government.  
 
 
 

 




